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NOT I BUT CI

e studied the latter section of Acts concerning
“the life of Paul and his epistles” during the
adult Sunday school last quarter. This study

inspired in me quite a few thoughts and challenges that I
would like to share with you. I see in Paul three periods
of his spiritual life from which we could learn precious
spiritual lessons.

1. Paul’s life-in-the-flesh period

Paul grew up in Tarsus, studied under the esteemed
Gamaliel in the strictest sect of the Pharisees. He was also
educated in the Greek culture, and legally a Roman citizen.
His training and educational background made him an
elite of society, the cream of his generation. Young man
Paul did not know the Lord. He thought that by faithfully
following the Jewish laws and persecuting the Christians,
he will be serving God and be able to please God. Today’s
Christians often have a similarly erroneous notion. They
thought that by zealously serving God according to one’s
own flesh, those efforts should be sufficient to please God.
But the Bible said that Jehovah delights in “obedience
more than sacrifices”(I Sam 15:22). God will not use us
because of our natural abilities, gifts, education, money
or social standing. What He looks for is whether we obey
Him or not, and whether we know and follow His will
or not.

2. Paul’s hidden and waiting period

After the Lord appeared to Paul and called him on
the road to Damascus, he went to the desert in Arabia for
three years:  Even though the Bible does not record what
he did during the three years there, I believe that it was
during this period, in the Lord’s providence, that Paul
received the unplumbed mysteries of God, get to know
the.power of the resurrected Christ;-and rooted himself
deeply in God. . There in the desert alone with God,
God peeled away layer by layer of self-reliance.in Paul.
“He was no.longer confident in“himself; but was. more
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By Nancy Lim
“Tranclated by Ellen Lee

than content to be the slave of Jesus Christ. Eventually,”
he was able to proclaim that he has been crucified with

Christ, and that it was no longer him but Christ living in
him.” (Gal. 2:20).

Paul learned well from Christ the lessons of the cross,
and said, “May I never boast except in the cross of our

Lord Jesus Christ.” (Gal. 6:14). We know that it is the

» o«

“old man”, “I”, “self-will” that keeps us from seeking,
waiting, and depending on the Lord and obeying His
will. The Adam in me still wants to act independently
from God. We want to be in control of our lives. We
want to be self-reliant, self-righteous, self-glorifying and
self-boasting rather than to prostrate before God with
fear and trembling. That is why Paul cried out, “What a
wretched man I am!. Who will rescue me from the body
of death? Thanks be to God - through Jesus Christ our
Lord!” (Rm. 7:24-25). This is the resurrection power of
our Lord living a victorious life in each of us, a life that
has to constantly abide in the Lord. For He said without
Me you can do nothing. How we need to spend time
before the Lord everyday to examine ourselves and to be
filled with the Holy Spirit and to receive His teaching
and leading.

After Arabia Paul went to Tarsus and again no detail
of his life was recorded in this five years of waiting before
the Lord. At this time of waiting he became a “nobody.”
Yet this is all part of God’s plan to teach him the lesson
of humility, patience and dependence on God. So did
Moses and David, the men whom God greatly used in
the Old Testament. They too went through periods of
hidden lives, deserted by men and unknown by the world.
Ultimately, one became a great deliverer and the other a
powerful king. All of God’s faithful servants went through
a refining process in order to be fitted for His use. How
hard it is for us to do nothing and hear nothing from the
Lord but to wait for His direction. However, Paul being a
changed man, was transformed by the renewing his mind
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to know what is God’s reasonable and perfect will in his
life. He knows whom he has believed and is convinced
that God is able to guard what he has entrusted. Are we
willing to go through this?

3. Paul’s matured-and-fruitful-life period

This is the period of his missionary endeavors, his
imprisonment, and martyrdom.

After the Holy Spirit called him out to missionary
work, he started to face all kinds of oppositions, difficulties
and sufferings, even to the point of death. Yet he can
still praise the Lord (II Cor. 11: 23-28). He poured out
his life as a drink offering at the altar and God blessed
it. He emptied himself before the Lord so that the life
of Christ can be manifested in him. When he had the
revelation and the third heaven experience, he was given
a thorn in the flesh to keep him from exalting himself.
God knows our human frailty. We are so often tempted
and prone to boast and exalt ourselves. In order to keep
us humble, God would sometime use a thorn to prevent
us from boasting. Paul had learned to be contented in
whatever circumstances because God’s grace is sufficient.
He pressed on toward the goal to win the prize for which

God has called him. (Phil 3:14)
Epilogue

After studying the life of Paul, I was amazed at the
great influence he has for us all. He wrote almost half of
all the New Testament books. Through his letters to the
churches we came to full understanding that Salvation is
by the grace of God through faith and not by works. We
read of the mystery of the church as the bride of Christ
and also God eternal purpose for all who believes in
Him. Paul was the first missionary who went to Asia and
Eastern Europe and turned the world upside down in his
time. "Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and
die, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds.” (Jn 12:24) Paul died to himself, and his
fruit multiplied by more than a hundred fold. Praise the
Lord! What a great instrument God used for His glory!
No wonder Paul said: “Now there is in store for me the

(II Tim 4:8) What a wonderful

example for us to follow and emulate.

crown of righteousness.”
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Meetng
Relliel and Freedom

" Oh that in me the sached fire,
Might now begin to glow;
Burn up the dross of base desines,
And make the mountain flow.

Ylluminate my soul;
&a&m]ﬁyhﬂaf‘lmﬂuﬂlwmypaﬁt
And sanctify the whole."

These were the words that were sung at the start of
the burning meeting. God was there with us. It was the
first time a meeting like this was conducted for many
of the brothers and sisters, especially for the little ones.
Every family was asked to look through their house to
see if there were any unclean things that needed to be
removed. All the stuff to be destroyed was brought that
evening including CDs, books, trading cards, and even a
Pokemon blanket. Praise God that the pile was not that
big, but what was in the hearts of men that needed to be
consumed by fire, that is a different story.

Pastor Yu had asked everyone to search his/her heart so
see if there were anything that was not pleasing to the Lord
- any sins, evil thoughts, bad habits, or anything we can
not give up or let go even though we knew it was offensive
to the Lord. A sheet of paper was handed to everyone so
those things can be written down if one chose. The papers
were then to be burned as an expression of our willingness
to allow God’s refining fire to go through our lives.

Like most brothers and sisters, I did not find any

articles at home that needed to be burned that evening,
but I knew that my heart, my thoughts, my motivations,

5538HA /20066 H

Translated by Guiviang Clien

they all needed the Refiner’s fire. I do not know what was
going through the minds of brothers and sisters, but as I
begin to bring issue after issue before the Lord, I found a
list so long that it could not possibly be written on such
a small piece of paper. I needed God’s mercy. I needed
His forgiveness. I needed God’s grace to change me and
make me anew.

I remember looking at the glowing fire and going
through the above two verses over and over. I also
remember feeling very helpless and tired of myself. The
words, “Scatter Thy life through every part and sanctify
the whole” became my prayer. All of a sudden, I felt that
God heard the outcry of my heart and that He knew how
desperately I needed Him. God’s peace blanketed me and
I went home released that evening.

I don’t know how the meeting was for everyone else
who attended. I don’t know if they found the same relief
and the same freedom that was freely given to me - I sure
hope they did. The Lord our God is forever faithful. He
will never turn away from those who cry out to Him with
a broken and a contrite spirit. &

A Burning Meeting
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By the Kerith Ravine In the days of drought and desolation, God sent the Prophet
3 Elijah to hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and ordered the ravens to feed
him. This story tells us that God’s provision never runs short. May the Lord bless
this column and make it a regualar provision of love and grace for His children through meditations on Scriptures

NOT A HOOF WILL BE LEFT

n Exodus we saw when the Israclites wanted to
I leave Egypt to serve the LORD their enemy would

not let them go, instead he increased their burden
to punish them; we also saw God’s mighty and gracious
intervention — He sent plague upon plague as judgment
on Egypt, beating down the power of bondage the world
had on the children of God. As the Pharaoh conceded

and gradually gave way to the Israelites he also laid down
many deceitful traps for them:

Trap #1 — Serve but don’t go too far

In Exodus 8:25-28 Pharaoh seemed to concede, saying
you can go and serve your God, but only in this land,
don’t go too far. That is like saying - You want to believe
the Lord? Ok, but don’t get too deeply involved. You
want to go to church meetings? Ok, but only on Sundays,
and only once a week. You want to read the Bible and
pray? Why be so serious? ...
litcle, but you must remain in his control, and cannot go

In other words, he gave in a

too far — so his one tug will bring you right back. This is
the first trap set for us by the enemy under his treacherous
concession.

Trap #2 — Serve only by representatives

When God sent more plagues upon Egypt the Pharaoh
made further concession: You can go, but not all of you,
only let the men go (Exo. 10:11). In other words, women
and children, flocks and herds have to stay behind. This
in one of the most treacherous traps the enemy set for
us today, it is also a common phenomenon in many
churches. It is like a country or state has representatives
for the people, and now the children of God also send

representatives from their families to participate in

5538HA /20066 H

By Hung-Chieh Yu
Translated by Guixiang Chen

meetings and services in the house of God. It is rare to see
whole families serving together, but that is exactly what
God wanted — entire families serving and being blessed
together.

Trap #3 — Serve but with reservations

In his third concession the Pharaoh told Moses, you
may go, but your flocks and herds must be left behind.
The Lord Jesus once said, where your treasures are your
heart is. Even if our whole family is serving God, but our
treasures have not been brought to the Lord, or we still
have parts of our heart that are reserved from the Lord,
then we cannot serve whole-heartedly. If the treasures
do not come out of Egypt, our coming out Egypt is but
temporary because sooner or later they will draw us back.
The wife of Lot left Sodom but she left part of her heart
there; that brought to her a tragic ending.

“Not a hoof will be left!”

See how decisive was Moses’ reply to Pharaoh — We will
all go, all our flocks and herds, “Not a hoof will be left!”
This should be the heart and testimony of the children of
God! The Lord help us and awake the churches of this
day, that we may know it is for God’s glory we were made,
and that the reason we live is to serve Him, and doing so
with entire families, peoples, and nations. When God is
calling “Let my people go, to serve Me” not only the men
will go, all women and children will also go, along with all
the treasures of our hearts, forsaking all idols - not a hoof
will be left behind. Brothers and sisters, perhaps we are
still some distance away from that vision, but let us pray
together and walk toward it by faith, the Lord will help us
with His grace. %
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