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o Expand His
Kingdom

O Hongjie Yu

The theme of Silicon Valley Christian Assembly’s
Twenty-fifth Anniversary Commemorative Publication
was "Exalting Christ, Expanding God’s Kingdom". This
year marks our thirtieth anniversary, and our theme
remains unchanged. This theme is our continual hope,
it is the focus of our ministry, and it embodies our tes-
timony. Aside from striving to live out our mission and
vision from God - "Christ is all and in all" - as we have
done so for the past thirty years since the founding of
this church, we hope to humbly take the rich abundance
that is in the house of God, and partake in His kingdom
expanding work along with all His churches.

Looking at the world today, one can easily see that
this is a generation that is rapidly and constantly chang-
ing, too fast and overwhelmed to follow! Even though
these rapid and tremendous changes brought us some
good, such as unprecedented convenience and comfort
in our lives, one cannot deny that they are also caus-
ing many collateral damages and destructions that
may even exceed the benefits. People are experiencing
exceeding busyness and pressure, interpersonal rela-
tionships are helplessly alienated and perverted; moral

standards have fallen rapidly even without a bottom
line; emptiness, depression, all manners of brokenness;
and more. The needs have surpassed what any human
organization can handle. Moreover, COVID which has
spread worldwide over the past three years, brought not
only death and damages, but it revealed many hidden
problems in our lives, whether it is individuals, families,
institutions, or even international affairs. These long ig-
nored issues, which should not have been neglected, are
now painfully exposed and have gotten out of control.

Of course, these changes have also impacted God’s
children and churches: some churches are gradually ag-
ing and weakening, some churches were divided due to
conflicts, and some Christians choose to attend online
or no longer attend church. Of course, on the flip side,
some churches have grown stronger and more prosper-
ous as a result of these changes, some see a growth in
attendance; many online-based ministries have flour-
ished. Regardless, our God is good and ever forward-
moving. God not only shines a light and reveals our
problems, but in doing so, He desires to heal and re-
build us, so that our relationship with Him can be deep-
er and more real. He wants our lives to be purified and
matured, and desires our vision and pursuit to break
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away from the transient present and self-centered life.
We should set our view on important and indispensable
people and matters that concern life and eternity issues.

As Christians living in the 21st century, what is
the purpose and meaning of our lives? What is our re-
sponsibility and mission in this generation? How should
we respond to this ever-changing world? I believe that
in the theme of "Exalt Christ, Expand God’s Kingdom,"
you can find the never-changing principle and answer
that the children of God hold, that is, to exalt Christ in
one spirit, and give Him supremacy in all things, let Him
be the center of our lives, actions, and ministries. In the
same manner, we should faithfully prepare for the re-
turn of the Lord. We need to intentionally and actively
take part in the Great Commission given to churches
and saints throughout the ages and to share the Gospel
and expand God’s Kingdom.

Therefore, I hope brothers and sisters of SVCA
will never be swept away by the postmodern culture of
self-centeredness, but will be elevated and have our vi-
sion broadened by the Spirit to see the kingdom of God
and to dedicate ourselves to the work of His kingdom.
We are poor and weak; all we have is but five loaves
and two small fishes, but our faith and assurance are
not founded in ourselves but in the Lord Jesus our great
Master. With courage, we shall put our all in His hands,
and let Him bless us, break us, and use us according to
His own will.

In recalling these past thirty years, there are so
many things we should thank God for. Not only for God’s
love, but His presence and guidance have also become
our greatest joy and reliance. He has also raised and
brought us many members. We are really like a family,
supporting each other, loving one another, becoming
spiritual companions and co-workers in the Lord. We

BIFRIRIR R Z e
BRARTREFre9g 5 » REPRE ;
BixETIReY 5
BREIREIBR T o
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are serving God and His family together, pursuing and
growing together, and facing all kinds of challenges and
demands together..... In addition to the various Chinese
and English services and ministries that have gradually
grown over the past 30 years, we are especially grateful
for the "Cedar Training Center" (CTC) and "Seth Minis-
try". With the continued growth of CTC for the past fif-
teen years, we have cultivated many more suitable ves-
sels for God’s family. Through the "Seth Ministry", we
have learned how to gather the strengths and resources
of parents and teachers to raise the next generation to-
gether for God’s family. In addition, during the global
pandemic, God has used online avenues to connect us
with saints from all over the world. We were able to
spiritually correspond with saints across the world, and
have reached many people and places that are not eas-
ily accessible. In doing so, we are growing as a mission
minded church.

As we look forward, towards the unknown and
ever more challenging times ahead, we hope to shine for
the Lord and stand firm for Him. Moreover, we hope that
the grace and blessings that have been given to us can
be passed on to others and to future generations. This
church belongs to the Lord and should not be limited to
just Chinese people and our impacts should not be con-
fined to only one or two generations. Therefore, I hope
that more and more people will be willing to step out of
their comfort zone, overcome the restraint and bondage
that this world has given us in various ways, and devote
themselves to the various ministries that "Exalt Christ
and Expand God’s Kingdom." We need more leaders of
God’s family to be forerunners, and shoulder together
this responsibility from God. In fellowship and commu-
nion with God’s soldiers from all nations and churches,
may we live out the testimony of "One Spirit to Exalt
Christ; One Course to Expand His Kingdom".

Enlarge the place of your tent,
And let them stretch out the curt
Do not spare;

Lengthen your cords,

And strengthen your stakes.

For you shall expand to the rigl
And your descendants will inhe
And make the desolate
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SVCA’s Timeline

—~ FEHEA/HIY (FEORANGE AVEH¥)

Beginning years at Orange Ave

@
1993 « [CUPERTINO £ 7 = @ | B 5 ¢  Cupertino Christian Assembly began to
L. | » 04/04 First Sunday service, High-school
- 04/ ‘04 % EEHBE  mrPEmR L fellowship and children’s Sunday school
T H 2] IR T began
- BET RS ARG WSHE - Began Friday gospel class and quarterly
. PSS (B THNRIEE | church-wide gospel meeting
« Labor Day Conference
1994 o — ETETeS . . :
s BTG S BN TEEACHEEE) > 45— o First Saturday Bible study class began
) == with "Minor Prophets"
@ %y CINBRIEY P ®
1996 ¢
o W KR TAM B b e A B B « Began overseas mission
1997 ¢ First sharing of this church’s mission and
R v ol 1 PESEE B + Fi i is chu issi
CHIRE TR—DE > A EEE g
BRI S AR B ELG B Ay « Developed a website for internal users
o BHtGZ e ARG R Er > fiE AR e Bl ¢ First VBS and a Junior-High fellowship
o BRI IR R S B ACE b
L
2000 * PUEAEDE  ANZAMERAEMHELEFL . Began renting the De Anza College stu-
AT H e dent center for Sunday services
o BHRA4EEREE T > 3L B R . gegan iI:ltelrnSet sgrvice }for 1external users
. mEpare ko IES + Began adult Sunday schoo
%%?AE E[ I « Established worship team
o JRTACH K « Begin video recording of sermons

« 121 Bl G 8 g

N
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Sojourning in De Anza College

®
2002 o BB /INHST » BEEeERITF . Form.ed facility search cqmmittee
. B « Ordained MED leadership group
e T i i AL « Began English service every other week,
5 ‘Eﬁp” W S SCE ARG AR AL with the first English minister
iz « The first issue of Cedar magazine
< 11H TEMARBT 1 A7
®
2004 e 05/24 kYR KA 2 e s EE ¢ 05/24 God spoke through 4 different Bible
T[T 2 A TR 3R R verses''Let us go up at once and take pos-
e P s frens session, for we are well able to overcome
FJ\M%‘H% o ] (R#FEL13:30) [?\“&Taiﬁiﬁiﬁg it" (Num.13:30) "but truly, as I live, all
TKAREE EH EE R TR SR e ] ( the earth shall be filled with the glory of
B Ei14:21) [HAR TR B AR V% 4E the Lord." (Num.14:21) "The lines have
YR RIGELEELT 1] (35 fallen to me in pleasarvl't places; Y'(?s, I have
16-?) [EA%D%%WE@;' EE;H%E’\JW;*% a good .1nher1tance. (Ps.16:6) "And the
. Sg=C g e Lord said to Moses, 'Has the Lord’s arm
SEMEA T 2 BIEEAEIRIVES A /REE A been shortened? Now you shall see wheth-
EES o] (11:23) er what I say will happen to you or not."
- 08/18 EfEA TEWAE0) EEMY  (NumiL2g)
@ T &0 L; IEREL {; e + 08/18 Began "Faith" sermon series
" i > F;” i, « 11/01 Began "Month of Thanksgiving"
- 11/01 Bt TR H | AOERAK + 12/01 Began "Month of Praise"
- 12/01 BASARHE THEEH ) BB
®
2005 «09/06H —F+/\&EELF| 7 » 3131« 09/06 Completed transaction of 3131
BOWERS FHEM k4 [k Bowers to God’s hand
®
2006 ° 10/22 F”jﬁ'é Y HE\ T LY N2 _ " h " v
IR E A T WM Eahy 19 « 10/22 ngan Brothers Overcome ..." ser
FEFHEHRIEE e
®
2007 .« 03/18 BHtATHEA [ #UprsEpgy2ffmey  © 03/18 Begap the "What Does God Want?"
B B 2 sermon series .
) 02/03 ?ﬁj({j\ N AR » 04/03 Use Permit approved by city
N I o T
SR MEREF AR | HEELATLE iR
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Entering our "promised land" on Bowers
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2012

2013

2014

2015

2016
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« 10/01 THMAEEIIFD ) B —jEH /A
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« 06/18 First Sunday Service at the new
church site

» Remodeling work began

« 10/01 First enrollment of external CTC
students

01/06 f""i‘ﬁﬂii%%llﬂlj/m i S LA

« 01/06 CTC commencement

« 02/25 SVCA sign stood up on Bowers Av-
enue

» 05/10-11 Church Dedication Service

02/25 TRHAREERS) WEMESE
BOWERS k7

05/10-11 [ jER B4R 4 |

1/04  TERERE M EEHATES
EAEA A I

» 11/04 Sponsored "America Return to
God" South Bay joint prayer meeting

03/31  H&riduli 2 R - 44 THRIBH
B —H

04/07 Bt wieE—I9IRY T AFT3)1

8 22 YR T 4 E Gk B A

* 03/31 Rebuilt Church website for new
ministry

» 04/07 Began bi-annual Newman Disciple-
ship

« August Youth short term mission in China

Bl — R T A T
6H R RO T IA RS -
S T AR

» Began annual "Family month" ministry
« June The English ministry expanded with
the addition of a new pastoral staff

1-37 BRI o 2RI AR > 55
IR 2 AN SCAR T

3H HguliE H A B RBETA)

2H HEKEIERFEHR

 January - March Bldg. B renovated for a
separate office area, conference rooms,
and English sanctuary

« March SVCA mobile site beta version re-
leased

» December Short-term mission in Haiti

201645 ] B JE B FF R (FUSE)
MEAREIFD ) kAL R 2
55 TR S A U S AT

» The first SVCAs young adults retreat
(FUSE) was held in May 2016
« First North America CTC student reunion

2/24/23 3:32 PM ‘ ‘
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« 5H B EEEEF Y (FUSE)

« January Church mobile site v2 released
« January Began personal adoption of
"Commitment to SVCA Faith Statement"

» In March, church coworkers created SVCA
Youtube channel, and started upload-
ing Sunday messages and Sunday school
courses

» Young adults and youth short-term mis-
sions to China and Taiwan

« May 2017, 2nd FUSE retreat took place.

[
* 2f BNV LEEGTD > BETRHE
;|rf< ¢ 5
o« /M E KR EIER - BN L
FIARENEE -

« 5 B=JjEEFEHRrE (FUSE)

» February Began "Seth Plan" for a Christ-
centered education of the next generation

« Two-week short-term mission to Yunnan,
Guizhou, and Shanghai in China

« May 2018, 3rd FUSE retreat took place.

o TAEEIL AR NBZER2000 » 25203047

o CTC new students admissions exceeded
2000, reaching 2030

®
« 03/ 168G JfiF & A 5 7 By RESHELTER-
IN-PLACER 4 » @15 L i %@ —

FLiM > FHESHE _HEaHE5S
YOUTUBERMIZOOME £ B 4% ; /N &
T A AT

« 03/21 & YOUTUBESE S —5JE1H A
BB GE AT R TR 8 IR T T e il ——
TRE) B8h

o MRZR) B EEEHETHLG - Ml
A TR R Bime A\BE  IREZ A
REEE

« 03/26 HEERPHE—IRE LEH IR 0 2k
EREETZ N R AN VASE S G b 1Y ]

_ AERTARH R S
2 / 11 Fﬁﬁéﬁ*‘ﬂ%ﬁﬂ—fﬁ%%ﬁ—iﬁm (Bii
Tala |||

« 07/17H i — TR e T
GREEN UN 'TREAT CENTER

1 B

« 03/16 Began live streaming of Sunday
gatherings and Tuesday prayer meetings
on YouTube

« March 21, the first short video uploaded to
SVCA’s YouTube channel — How do Chris-
tians not waste this pandemic

» 03/26 SVCA held its first online mission
night; 6 different missionaries from dif-
ferent regions worldwide shared their tes-
timonies at the frontline.

« The “Fisherman’s Home” online gospel
ministry began. God used it to bless many
people and led them to commit to faith in
the Lord

» 04/11 Newman Discipleship lasting one
year began.

+ 07/17 1st sister coworker treat took place
at Green Mountain Retreat Center

2/24/23 3:33 PM ‘ ‘



BAH LR - B B

2020

« 9H ZTHie LDC (BfE+4# ) i+ « LDC in September and CTC online con-

2021

o 2022

2023
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« 10/13  THLEHGF R NEFIZERL > 8 L

MTZ NREFE

ference in October successfully held

» 10/13 music worship night took place,
and many both online and in person con-
fessed their faith in the Lord

TR AHESIH [HREHAE)
LIRSS

03/07 » 00 BB AE AL R WO 91 B
B4 B NG - B
8 FURDIME T @ ASER 4 L3R 2 feat
AT > B W TR

U4 T=R53 ) BT > B EIAGH —
YOI F

T8

 Pastor Yu spoke at the British Mission
Conference, in which brothers and sisters
participated actively

» March 7, SVCA resumed meeting in per-
son outdoors at the backyard. By April,
SVCA resumed meeting in person indoors.
With the combination of online and in-
person, Sunday worship and small group
fellowships resumed. In-person meeting
is gradually restored.

» 11/14 Tri-valley started first in-person
Sunday worship during Covid-19.

03/02 YOUTUBESHEF] B th 25154 > 8]
& NIKZER 1000,

05/07-08 Z5PYJE [ RENEW THE VOW |
WS A B SR BB > 208 A1
KEZMN

06/17-19 Z&F T BEHAR—BH AT 7
B HLR > FNA 64 B ARKm M
TEE) > EHABE TR ZEBER

07/16  HhtFRIEG ARSI RIEBERR
A3 100067 45 k2

« March 2, subscriptions to the SVCA You-
Tube channel reached 50k, views reached
10 million

+ 05/07-08, the fourth Renew The Vow
event was held, with around 20 couples
attending

* 06/17-19, during the first mission week-
end, several front-line missionaries spoke
to us online on Friday, a 6km running for
water event was held on Saturday, and
Pastor Yu shared about missions on Sun-
day

« July 16, the sister’s retreat was held in
Bethany Hall, with around 100 sisters at-
tending

01/27-29 » & B T2023E Hr FE R M £
A TR > TR S 4 — S
Rz B EATHEE) TAARA] ) KB K5 2
T B R ) B 4

< 3 THAFI Eot i RE
+ 03/05 BEHISVCA =4

» 01/27-29, new year retreat and church-
wide coworker meeting were held. Pastor
Yu shared the burden that SVCA initiates
Bethel Hall planning and construction.

« In March, the “Newman Discipleship”

book was published.

» 03/05 Celebrating the 3oth anniversary

of SVCA
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The Journey to Bowers

OBuilding Committee Promotion and Publicity Group

@ 2004

These are His words:

"...Let us go up at once and take possession, for we
are well able to overcome it." (Numbers 13:30)

"..but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled
with the glory of the LORD." (Numbers 14:21)

"And the LORD said to Moses, "Has the LORD’s
arm been shortened? Now you shall see whether what
I say will happen to you or not." (Numbers 11:23)

"The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes
I have a good inheritance." (Psalm 16:6)

About 100 adults and children entered inside the
Bowers building. Brother Yu shared the words of the
Lord, the ministers, elders and deacons (MED) gave
affirmation. The congregation then marched around
in the building, singing and praising, praying aloud
and proclaiming victory to the Lord.

Three prayer fronts were set: 1) Get the deal; 2) Get
the permit; 3) Get the money.

The accumulated church building fund was at
Conditional use permit application was submitted $780,000 on this date.

to the City of Santa Clara.

® Sales agreement became effective.

Brother Yu began sermon series "Faith rising out
of storms"

On Saturday at 10a.m. the first church-wide fasting
prayer meeting was held at Bowers. Sister Yu admon-
ished all to strive for growth in spiritual life through
the church-building process, not knowing this would
last for four years.

Met with Intel and Applied Materials for the first
time. Result: They were absolutely against our pro-
posed use.

Because of Intel’s opposition, the seller didn’t think
we could get the CUP and terminated our sales agree-
ment.

Second church-wide fasting prayer meeting was
held at our old church building on Orange Ave.

Month of Praise began with a schedule of "31-days
of Praise".

MED fasted-and-prayed all day to seek the Lord’s
direction whether to continue with this location.
Though most felt heavy laden, yet still trusting in the

& Word and faithfulness of the Lord, no one thought to
? seek other locations. Brother Yu encouraged everyone

The EIR report, which took three months to com-
pile, was submitted to the City.

with the Scriptures in Zechariah 4:6-10.

15
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® 2005

First round of 24/100 watch prayer began. (1/0-
4/19 24hours/100days)

SELLER'S HIGHER OFFERS 2/18

Orange Avenue church building formally trans-
ferred to All Grace Church.

2/28 BUILDING FUND

We heard the seller had received two other higher

offers, and there were 5 or 6 more interested buyers. Building fund reached $4,000,000 (including pro-

ceeds from old church building.)

A LEAP OF FAITH 3/2
3/6 UNANIMOUS DECISION

After more than 4 hours of sharing and praying
MED decided unanimously to buy the property with-
out securing the CUP first. Brother Yu shared Scrip-
tures in Hebrews 10:35-38.

UNUSUAL REQUIREMENT 3/15

Brother Yu shared MED’s decision with the con-
gregation. After sharing and praying together, it was
decided to make a second offer on 3/7 at the same
$7,000,000 price.

3/18 SIGNED WITH A THIRD PARTY

Our broker informed us that the seller had signed
a sales agreement with a third party, and expected to
close escrow in 30 days. Many brothers and sisters
were brought to tears by this news.

4/20 2ND ROUND WATCH PRAYER

The City required us to prepare a full EIR docu-
ment which would take at least one-year’s time. This
was unusual.

SERMON OF CONFIDENCE 3/27

Brother Yu gave the sermon "Do not cast away your
confidence", everyone was strengthened, and fires of
prayer rekindled.

EXTENSION OF CLOSE 5/12

Second round of 24/100 watch prayer began (4/20-
7/28). Brother Yu emphasized "Give God what’s due [O)
Him", and "Do not fear, only believe."

6/17 NOT MENTION GOD'S NAME?

®

Broker informed us: The second buyer had request-
ed an extension for close escrow. We prayed that the

seller would seek us out this time. Seller agent informed us: The property was out of

any sales contract and back to the market. The agent
suggested that we not mention the name of God to
spare awkwardness for the seller. We made an offer:

DEAL 7/6

Both sides agreed to the sale price of $7,000,000.

16

Following the terms set a year before we also agreed to
pay the seller $180,000 for some of the losses suffered
due to delays. Date of transfer was set for 8/20 (later
extended to 9/6)

CHURCHWIDE OFFERING DAY 7/17

The Lord did wonderful work among us. Total of-
fering collected for the day exceeded $600,000!

COMPATIBLE CO-EXISTENCE 8/5

The Lord answered our prayer and greatly blessed
our meeting with Intel and Applied Materials today.
They changed their attitude and offered to establish a
CC&R to setup guidelines for compatible co-existence.
This was a significant turning point. At the meeting
Intel wondered why they didn’t think of buying this
property themselves. But we know!

‘ ‘ 300000-Final.indd 16

$7,000,000, close escrow in 40 days. In our letter to
the seller, we told him "if it weren’t for the faith we
have in God’s promise, we would have long given up on
this property." Seller countered for higher price and
shorter escrow period.

7/24 BUILDING FUND

Building fund reached $5,000,000.

7/28 THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT

Thanks to the Lord for a reviving retreat during
which God’s word and the Spirit moved powerfully
and raised thunderous praises, many offered them-
selves to the Lord, and about 30 offered themselves
for full-time ministry when called.

8/24 BUILDING FUND

Building fund reached $6,000,000!

2/24/23 3:33 PM‘ ‘



SHORT OF ONE MILLION

For the remaining $1,000,000 the congregation
was moved to hold a weeklong fasting prayer relay
by small groups, everyone was blessed. 9/02, small
groups held all-night watch prayer. 9/3-9/5 is a long
weekend, MED met and prayed till midnight, affirm-
ing our faith not to fear but to call on the Lord. 9/03
Saturday from 7:30am to 1pm, the congregation gath-
ered together again to pray.

MOVED TO BOWERS AVENUE

Church office moved to Bowers Avenue, this land
began its service to the Lord.

CUP APPLICATION

Coworkers met with City Planning Director to dis-
cuss our CUP application. The City maintained its
attitude — they were not in favor of our request, and
insisted on requiring us to do a full EIR.

2006 @

CC&R RECORDED

On 12/01 Intel had finalized the CC&R and sent to
us, Brother Yu signed for church right away. On 12/09
Applied Materials signed. Today Intel notified us that
the CC&R had been recorded and become effective.
The importance of this document was more than we
had imagined. These two “super neighbors” change
of attitude proved critical, and it was a miracle and
all God’s grace. Our faith was strengthened and we
continued forward with joy!

EMPOWERING THE CHURCH

10/06/06-03/02/07 Small groups studied the book
of Nehemiah. Brother Yu provided weekly pre-study
messages. Many were encouraged and inspired — God
was empowering the church for battle.

BROTHERS OVERCOME

Brother Yu began the sermon series “Brothers over-
come (Satan)”. The Lord knew our need, and in His
time He kept and led us according to His good will.

‘ ‘ 300000-Final.indd 17
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® 2005

URGENT PRAYER MEETING

Church coworkers called an urgent church-wide
fasting prayer meeting at Orange Avenue building.
Halfway through, brothers and sisters shared, thanks-
giving and laughter rang out. Though we didn’t know
whether we'd make it the following day an unspeak-
able joy filled us. During the meeting offerings were

dropped off.
GOD HAS HELPED US

Thanks to the Lord! After many trying circum-
stances we raised $7,180,000 and closed escrow just
before 5:00pm. 3131 Bowers Avenue transferred from
this world into the hands of the Lord. Hallelujah! God
has given the land of the Gentiles to His people as an
inheritance. This evening, we borrowed the main
meeting hall at Orange Avenue, the whole congrega-
tion filled the place including young children and
youth, giving glory to our Lord! Brother Yu and all
team leaders told of the great works of the Lord, song
and applause, tears and laughter painted a wonderful
picture of the Children of God giving thanks to the
Father we trust! How could it be that we are so loved
by our God, and through trusting and obeying He has
faithfully led us to this day! Not unto us, O Lord, not
unto us, But to Your name give glory, because of Your
mercy, because of Your truth (Ps 115:1). We shared a
cake which Brother Yu had ordered in faith this morn-
ing, on it were written “Emanuel” and “Ebenezer”.
Hallelujah! The God who is with us, has helped us to

this day.
3RD ROUND WATCH PRAYER

Third round of 24/100 watch prayer began (6/4-
9/11). We prayed along three lines according to the
Lord’s prayer, “Hallowed be Thy name”, “May Your
kingdom come”, “May Your will be done on earth”.
During this year the City had made us revise our CUP
documents more than 10 times, causing much diffi-
culties to us. In addition to the third round of watch
prayer, we held several fasting prayer meetings, and
on every Saturday we watched and prayed. The war-
fare got fiercer and more pressing when De Anza Col-
lege moved our leased space to their Food Store, our
meeting space got worse and worse, children had to
meet in hallways, and adult Sunday school had to be
cancelled. We lost many congregants.

17
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PREPARE FOR HEARING 1/15

Preparing for public hearing and to usher in the
Lord’s complete victory we declared a 40-day fast-
ing and prayer relay (1/15-2/23). Many brothers and
sisters outside our church also joined in. We knew
the Lord would do great things Himself at the public
hearing, and we were still immature and weak, so we
looked upon His grace through clouds of prayer.

End of January to beginning of February About
80 public outreach ambassadors collected nearly
3000 support letters from our surrounding communi-
ties. The Lord’s name was also spread.

THANKSGIVING MEETING 2/16

® 2007

Though we hadnt passed public hearing, many
brothers and sisters gave testimony at Friday’s thanks-
giving meeting. Through this public hearing we wit-
nessed the Lord’s wonderful work.

“WHAT DOES GOD DESIRE?“ 3/18

Brother Yu presented a serial of Sunday messages
with the above tile to encourage the congregation to
seek for GOD's desire and to know His work.

COMMUNIONS 3/31

03/31,4/1,4/2 Three communions were held on
three days. The fearful presence of the Lord was with
S

c

IT PASSED WITH ALL YES! 4/17

City Council passed a resolution approving our
CUP with a 7:0 vote. With this our testimony of faith
before the City came to a beautiful stop.

SUNDAY MEETING AT BOWERS 6/18

We moved out of De Anza College for good, and
moved into Bowers building for Sunday meetings. Be-
fore building renovation was done, we could only use
the cafeteria for large meetings.

CONSTRUCTION 10/28

For 4 weekends in a row, many brothers and sisters
joined in the move and demolition of Building A, in an
effort to save construction cost.

‘ ‘ 300000-Final.indd 18

2/10 SACRED MEETING

18:00-22:00 The whole congregation held a sacred
meeting. “Emanuel, El Shaddai, Ebenezer” was our
theme. The Lord’s presence was touchable, there were
fervent prayers, we were full of confidence about the
public hearing.

2/14 FIRST PUBLIC HEARING

It was like a meeting of testimonies. There was
awe in the presence of God and in the direct spiritual
conflict. At the last moment, the City’s attorney used
an absurd excuse to prolong the hearing till the next
meeting.

3/14 SECOND PUBLIC HEARING

One of the commissioners was absent at this meet-
ing. The voting result was 3:3, still no approval for our
CUP. In the meeting, the chair-person denied us any
opportunity to rebuttal or making new statements.
Our short video wasn’t shown, our supporters couldn’t
speak. Thanks to the Lord, He miraculously arranged
two of the commissioners who spoke poignantly in our
favor. Our case was referred to the City Council.

4/3 THIRD PUBLIC HEARING

This was the Jewish Passover, our third public
hearing. God reigned and our CUP was approved with
a 5:2 vote. The hearing lasted 2 hours 12 minutes.
There were many stops and turns in the meeting,
through it all the Lord’s presence was touchable. The
whole congregation was there, joyful shouts, laughter
and tears, hugs and praises, flooded the meeting hall.
Many saints all over the world also rejoiced with us at
the news of victory.

7/18 RENOVATION

Building renovation began. Now the great chal-
lenge before us would be the construction fund.

9/18 IF YOU WOULD BELIEVE

Brother Yu shared the Sunday message “..if you
would believe, you would see the glory of God” as an
admonition to continue our walk in faith.

12/15 GOD’S GRACE

Preparation phase work done. By God’s grace we
were able to pay bills totaling $1,250,000. The next
phase is to build a 500-seat sanctuary, cost estimate
was $3,070,000.

2/24/23 3:33 PM
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® 2008

2/4 FASTING PRAYER RELAY

CEDAR TRAINING CENTER 1/6

Cedar Training Center opening ceremony.

“LOVE NEVER FAILS” 2/16

Fundraising committee organized “Love never
fails” testimony and fundraising dinner. There were
170 participants, our youths served all the tables. In
the dinner meeting we shared God’s work in recent
years and His commission to us, many were moved
to tears, not knowing the Lord had used such a small
group to serve His wide kingdom. Praise the Lord, we
received more than $80,000.

CHURCH-WIDE OFFERING DAY 4/13

Once more our families gathered around the Lord’s
table, giving our best to please His heart. 69 offerings
were made at the meeting, totaling $145,000. We still
need $2,700,000.

DEDICATION MEETINGS 5/10

Began a 40-day “holiness onto God” fasting prayer
relay.

2/25 THE SIGN WAS ERECTED

Praise the Lord! The sign of Silicon Valley Chris-
tian Assembly was erected on Bowers Avenue.

4/6 BOUNDLESS GRACE

On April 4, 1993 Cupertino Christian Assembly
held the first Sunday worship. Today on our promised
land we gave thanks to 15 years of boundless grace;
yesterday, today and forever Jesus Christ never chang-
es. MED took turns to give testimony to God’s grace,
offering to give more to the Lord and follow more
closely.

5/6 “HOLINESS ONTO THE LORD”

We held “Holiness onto the Lord” burning meeting,
sanctifying young and old alike in preparation to enter
the new sanctuary. @

We held two days of “Special Dedication Meetings”

to honor our Lord. 5/10 10:00am-12:00n Dedication

@ Ceremony, 7:00pm-9:00pm Thanksgiving Testimony,
5/11 10:00am-12:00n Thanksgiving Sunday Worship.
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(2000-2023)

. 2023 [iRY%S ~ ZEpiBLfEEL) TRANSFORMATION, BREAKTHROUGH AND REVIVAL

. 2022 FHAMECBLERE FRHIA] AS ALWAYS, SO NOW ALSO CHRIST WILL BE MAGNIFIED

o 2021 THANEE(ETRG IR A] AS ALWAYS, SO NOW ALSO CHRIST WILL BE MAGNIFIED

¢ 2020 TfEAEERE  FEEYER) CHRIST ALONE IS THE REALITY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

e 2019 TfE—08 > mEEEE ; B —K > #5/8 #EJ ONE SPIRIT TO EXALT CHRIST, ONE COURSE
TO EXPAND HIS KINGDOM

. 2018 TEFHRAIHEZAEE ) HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD

e 2017 THRML4EERT > T E IS4 5 BY THIS MY FATHER IS GLORIFIED, THAT YOU BEAR

MUCH FRUIT
. 2016 FEfYTAEMRE > FRMHELLE 1) WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS, THERE IS LIBERTY
@ « 2015 FEAELE—P) > WAE—FI2 A1 CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL @

e 2014 [y 4E0%E » & EE ) EQUIPPING THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY

N

« 2013 TEABHREY AN ABE LI » S22 | ) LET THOSE WHO LOVE THE LORD BE AS THE RISING
OF THE SUN IN ITS STRENGTH!

« 2012 TEEfEEfr) THAT HE MAY HAVE THE FIRST PLACE

« 2011 TERBEMIGIAKEST) FOLLOW JESUS IN HIS STEPS

« 2010 TARBEE RS > HPEREE %) DO NOT WALK ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, BUT ACCORDING
TO THE SPIRIT

¢ 2009 TZHEEHRGR > B3 BE4E) FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS, AND LOVE UNTO ALL THE SAINTS

« 2008 [[R|Z2 KA HEE 25 50y THE PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVENLY CALLING

. 2007 FEEEIEIE: > B ) PLOW DILIGENTLY, REAP JOYFULLY

« 2006 T332 MY UTMOST FOR HIS HIGHEST

. 2005 FHLEZEY) ARISE & SHINE!

. 2004 [¥FE24HE LIVING FOR JESUS

« 2003 TELELEEYHES ) WITNESS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

¢ 2002 T FHLIE - 1] F455) TAKE ROOTS DOWNWARD AND BEAR FRUITS UPWARD

¢ 2001 FAEFHLKR ~ i) 458 TAKE ROOTS DOWNWARD AND BEAR FRUITS UPWARD
¢ 2000 TEBfTfEEE] TO WALK ON THE HEIGHTS
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O Zheng Wang & Sunny Sun

In October 2008, due to the relocation of my
company, I came to work in the Bay Area and joined the
SVCA Church. On my fourth Sunday, I finally met Pas-
tor Yu Hongjie. I had heard a message from him before,
which talked about the wishes of three trees. The little
trees want to become important timber, but God's will
made them the materials only related to Jesus, such as
mangers, fish boats, and crosses.

In one Sunday message, Pastor Yu talked about
an eagle who lived with chickens and forgot that he can
soar into the sky. He stood on the earth and fought the
chickens for food. This story moved me deeply. Yes, I
live in this world, I compromise with this world, and I
forget that I have a heavenly identity. After that, I made
up my determination to live for God, and to participate
in church services — evangelism, cleaning, music wor-
ship, adult education, student fellowships, and serving
in small groups and districts. Through each ministry,
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I benefited greatly from the people and circumstances
I met. I also realized how little I knew about the Bible
Truth and how little I had experience of the Holy Spirit.
These became my desire to follow God and an encour-
agement in me.

My family is delighted to be a part of the SVCA
family, where we are shepherded, broken, built, blessed,
and poured out. I know we have a long way to go, but "I
can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me."
(Philippians 4:13)
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O Sister Melodie

I am truly blessed and privileged to worship with
my brothers and sisters in Christ since 2007 when they
dedicated the SVCA facility located at 3131 Bowers
Avenue.

I remember sharing teaching responsibilities for
the 5th grade class and what a challenge it was with
all the Bible knowledge the students had growing up
in Christian homes - I bless those parents for their
diligence and faithfulness. I now see another generation
growing up with the same potential to be godly men and
women for Christ.

I will always be grateful for the love expressed
during and after the hospitalization and death of my
husband in 2012.

There have been many changes during the 15+
years but the commitment to prayer, preaching the
Gospel and caring for the body of Christ at home and
abroad has never wavered.

I thank God for my church family at SVCA and
pray that it will continue to grow and glow until Jesus

comes to take us home.
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English
Ministry

O Stephen Ni

It is hard to believe that the
3oth anniversary is coming up for
SVCA. T still remember what first
drew me to SVCA, which was its
message of "Christ is all and in
all". Twenty some years later, and
the message is still the same. I am
grateful for Pastor Yu and Pastor
Nancy’s faithfulness and steadfast-
ness in consistently (even stub-
bornly) emphasizing and drilling
this all important theme into each
one of our lives, that we can all be
transformed into the likeness of His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Year 2022 has definitely been a
tumultuous year for me, and for EM
in general. We had gone through
many major changes, including the
departure of our English pastor.
Although at times the situations
may seem bleak and daunting, I
truly believe this is the journey that
God wants to take us through and
have us come out grown and ma-
tured. I had opportunities to step
up to serve in a greater capacity,
venturing into the realm of the un-
known, challenging myself to tasks
that I feel ill-equipped. These situ-
ations force me to come to the Lord
even more fervently, knowing that
I have to rely on His wisdom and
strength, as whatever I can muster
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and squeeze out from my natural
man is worthless and can never ed-
ify my brothers and sisters.

The church theme for 2022 is
"As always, so now also Christ will
be magnified". This is the lesson I
am learning daily, trying to tap into
the anointing that is within, so I
can let Jesus’ life substitute my life.
This way I can truly live out His life
and be His ambassador, spreading
the fragrance of life and impacting
the lives around me. May His life
manifest in all of us more and more
in every life’s occasions, such that
"His people may become blameless
and pure, children of God without
fault in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom
we shine as lights in the world"

O William Liao

Writing for our 30th anniver-
sary celebration was much harder
than I realized. It isn’t that I didn’t
have anything to write about as I
took a stroll down memory lane.
These 30 years had been full of
God’s goodness and grace in the
midst of the joy and pain of grow-
ing and journeying together with
my church family through some mi-
raculous victories and some heart-
breaking defeats. It is frustrating
to find myself at a loss for words,
which is quite unusual for those who
know me, but this morning as I sat
in worship in our combined service,
sitting there next to Pastor Yu dur-
ing our time of Communion, I came
to an epiphany — we are still here.
In a time and a generation where

ARG - B R

a number of churches have closed
their doors, pastors have thrown
in the towel, and some churches
no longer hold fast to the Way, the
Truth, and the Life, but SVCA is still
here. We are not just here but grow-
ing and thriving in God’s enduring
goodness and grace and filled with
the tabernacled presence of God.
After 30 years, my pastors are still
here faithful to their heavenly call-
ing and holding fast to the Word of
life and still preaching and calling
the saints to continue this relentless
pursuit of the God who loves us with
a love that will not let us go. After
30 years, I am still here as God kept
me from falling free. I'm still here
serving and fighting the good fight
with my pastors and my fellow yoke
bearers. I write this not to our glory
but to His Name be the glory. I am
exceedingly thankful as the Spirit
opened my heart to see that He who
is Faithful and True will complete
and finish the good work He has
started in us. Grace to all who love
the Lord Jesus Christ with an undy-
ing love.

© Aaron Yu

It’s hard to reflect on the im-
pact that SVCA has had on my life
for the past 30 years. After all, how
do you reflect on something that
has been such an integral part of
yourself for nearly your entire life?
In every chapter of my life from
childhood through adulthood, this
church has been a constant forma-
tive presence, shaping my life and
teaching and showing me God’s
faithfulness.
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I still remember visiting the
original building on Orange Ave in
Cupertino more than 30 years ago,
a building that became SVCA’s first
home for the first 10 years. I remem-
ber spending countless hours in
that building as my parents served
tirelessly in the early days of the
church. Many nights my brother
and I would fall asleep in the class-
rooms in the basement and had to
be carried out by my parents after
long prayer meetings. I remember it
was there that I taught my first VBS
class, which I then did every year for
more than 10 years. It was also there
during youth group that I led wor-
ship for the first time and fell in love
with using music to glorify God.

I remember too, the growing
pains as we outgrew that building.
I remember the years of being a
mobile church as we rose early ev-
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ery Sunday morning to set up at De
Anza College and stayed late every
Sunday afternoon to tear down. I re-
member the confusion and frustra-
tion as families that we had grown
up with stopped attending, and the
impatience as we searched for a new
church building. I remember the
battles we fought for Bowers, the
countless hours spent in prayer as
we faced obstacle after obstacle, set-
back after setback, and watching the
toll it took on our church leadership,
including my parents. I remember
fasting and praying that night as we
faced off in our final public hearing
and shedding tears when I heard
over the phone that we had gotten
the permit from the city. I remember
choosing to come home for graduate
school in large part because I want-
ed to serve at church and be part of
what God is doing here.

Over the past 30 years, I’ve
experienced both the highs and the
lows as God has grown this church
from a few small families to the un-
fathomable global reach it has today.
I’ve made lifelong friends, trained
up coworkers, served on mission
trips with brothers and sisters, and
also sadly seen many move on as
God called them to new chapters.

But most importantly, I’ve seen
the hand of God and His faithful-
ness to me and my family over
the decades. I’ve seen how He has
used this church to help support us
through our most difficult times, and
to celebrate with us in our greatest
triumphs. When my wife and I got
married, or had our first then second
daughters, we experienced so vivid-
ly the love that abounds in His Body
through the care of brothers and sis-
ters in the church.

AsIlook back, it is hard for me
to imagine my life without SVCA.
I am proud of this church and how
it has helped shape me to be who I
am today. It has taught me that God
doesn’t always need the most talent-
ed and gifted to build His kingdom,
just the most willing. That He can
take just a handful of faithful broth-
ers and sisters in a small church
in Cupertino to reach the millions
around the world today in just 30
short years. It is my earnest hope
that the deep and profound impact
that this church has had on my life
will extend not just to my daughters,
but also their future generation in
the next 30 years to come.
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Kephir Ministry

Raise Young Lions For The Lord

The SVCA children and youth ministries have
taken many forms over the last 30 years. In 2020, we
established our own official student ministry called the
Kephir Ministry with the purpose of spiritually empow-
ering our SVCA families to grow closer to Christ in word
and in deed. During that time, the ministry has grown
to encompass elementary school, middle school, and
high school. We have seen many young students come
to put their faith in Christ for the first. We have seen
dozens of baptisms and a deepening of faith in many
students who believed but were not on fire for the Lord.
This process has been very fruitful and continues on to-
wards the future.

O Kevin Branstetter

The ministry currently has around 70 students,
covering kindergarten through 12th grade. The work
has taken a lot of patience, care, and diligence from
many volunteer leaders over the years. We currently
have nearly 20 volunteers who help make our ministry
possible. They work in the children’s ministry class-
rooms and in the youth ministry planning. Their love
and dedication to the students is what has made such a
big impact.

31
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A NEW CHARPTER ON RAISING CHILDREN

Ever since we moved to this facility on Bowers, we have
had a dream to establish a Christ-centered school, just like our
church, to cultivate the next generations to become soldiers of
Christ for the Kingdom of God. Despite all of the difficulties, in
early 2018 we started Seth Ministry.

Seth means "new sprout”, is the name of another son God
gave to Adam and Eve after the death of Abel, and is the only
son of Adam that appeared in the genealogy of Jesus. Our hope
for the Seth ministry is like his name, that God—among all the
chaos, depravity, and forsaking the true God—can open a new
chapter for the hesitating parents and take the fear of God as the
beginning of wisdom.

We stick to the original vision, carefully seek God's will,
and step forward through difficulties with faith and by God’s
grace in the past five years. Starting with five students and two
teachers, we now have five loving and God-fearing teachers with
eighteen students.

To exist in a success-oriented education system, and to
nourish children's healthy growth in body, mind, and spirit, it
is very necessary for parents, teachers, and church leaders to be
united in oneness. May God continue to accept and bless the five
loaves and two fishes we offer so that the Seth ministry can raise
generations for God’s kingdom that are healthy, happy, knowing
God, and willing to serve Him.
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Transformation,
Breakthrough, and Revival

O Hongjie Yu

In the blink of an eye, it has been
thirty years since our church was first
formed. Thirty years, for any person,
whether it is the external stature, appear-
ance, or his thoughts, concepts, maturity,
interpersonal relationship, identity, so-
cial status... will inevitably bring about
many changes. Similarly for our church
SVCA as well. Looking back over the past
30 years, we can clearly see many traces
of the intervention of God's grace and His
mighty power. We have grown from a few
families in a small and old church build-
ing, to hundreds of people in this beauti-
ful church venue. This is all His grace. Yet
we are even more grateful for His person-
al companionship and guidance, helping
us to overcome many weaknesses and
helplessness, leading us through various
difficulties, allowing us to enjoy abun-
dant joy and grace in Christ, and also let
us experience many turning points and
victorious moments all because of Him.

This year, the theme God gave our
church to pursue and serve is "Trans-
formation, Breakthrough, and Revival".
This is exactly the reminder and goal of
growth we need most. After three years
of the pandemic, we need breakthroughs
in our spiritual life, service, and relation-
ship with God, and we must break away
from all old, stagnant situations, and any
self-centered lifestyles, but to have prom-
inent growth. Whether individuals, fami-
lies, or the church; whether it is internal
or external, we often need to experience
renewal and breakthroughs, so that we
can continue to move forward, or be lift-
ed to a higher and broader realm, and
receive the true, lasting, and full revivals.

Although everyone is constantly
experiencing change, change is not nec-

‘ ‘ 300000-Final.indd 53

essarily the "transformation" that God
intended for us to have. True transfor-
mation must come from the substitution
of Christ, and it must take place in the
realm of the new creation. "Christ is our
life" is the foundation of our salvation,
and "living out Christ" (individually or
church-wise) is the purpose of God's sal-
vation. To constantly "enjoy the indwell-
ing of Christ, accept the substitution of
Christ, and live out the beauty of Christ",
this is not only the common desire in our
hearts, but also the experience we hope
everyone can truly have. Moreover, such
real and continuous transformation, cou-
pled with the powerful work and moving
of the Holy Spirit, will definitely bring us
the renewal of life and the breakthrough
from the predicament. When more of us
experience the life transformation and
breakthrough, revival will inevitably
come. Because revival has always been
the will of God and the work of the Holy
Spirit. When Christians around the world
can live in Christ truthfully, and earnest-
ly live and serve in the Holy Spirit, the
fire of revival will be ignited all over the
world, and the glory of God will be great-
ly manifested.

Our God is a God who keeps mov-
ing forward, until the coming of the new
heaven and new earth when Christ leads
His sons into glory. Therefore, as we are
grateful for Him, we also need to renew
our dedication to Him, desire to grow
more in His grace, and continue to move
forward in God’s will. Facing the un-
known years ahead, we pray for more of
God’s mercy and work on us, so that we
will not waste any opportunity God has
measured and given us, and be more ac-
tively "connect to Christ", "experience
Christ". ", "gain Christ", and "live out
Christ" together, let Christ be exalted,

may the glory of God fill the earth!
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Fnjoy
the Indwelling
of Christ

Accept
the Substitution
of Christ

Live Out

the Glory and
Beauty of
Christ
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