SVCA Friday Small Group Meeting — Bible Figures
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Bible Figures — Josiah

Please refer to Brother Yu’s Sunday message on 10/06 “Who are they?”(16) — A Beacon of Light in the
Dark of Night: Josiah (http://www.svca.cc/audio/20131006-01.mp3) .

Message outline
Scriptures: 2 Chron 34-35; 2 kings 22:1-23, 30; Zechariah12:11

Memorization Scripture: “Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore | will deliver him; | will set
him on high, because he has known My name.” (Psalm 91:14)

Hymnary: H26 “By Thee, O God, Invited”; Other “Lamb of God”; Other “We want to see Jesus lifted
high”; H592 “Pass It On”; H332 “I'd rather have Jesus”

1. A king who sought after the Lord since his youth

e “Forin the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his
father David;” (2 Chron 34:3a)

2. A king who had the courage to remove all idols and wholly desired to please the Lord

e  “And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his father
David;” (2 Chron 34:2a)
e  “And in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the

wooden images, the carved images, and the molded images. They broke down the altars of
the Baals in his presence, and the incense altars which were above them he cut down; and the
wooden images, the carved images, and the molded images he broke in pieces, and made
dust of them and scattered it on the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. He also
burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. And so he
did in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as far as Naphtali and all around, with
axes. When he had broken down the altars and the wooden images, had beaten the carved
images into powder, and cut down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel, he
returned to Jerusalem.” (2 Chron 34:3b-7)

3. A king who responded immediately concerning the word of God

e “Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, ‘Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And
Shaphan read it before the king. Thus it happened, when the king heard the words of the Law,
that he tore his clothes.” (2 Chron 34:18-19)

4. A king who lead the people back to God with all of his heart and might

e Lead the people in returning to God and establishing a covenant with God
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“Then the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. The king went up to the

house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the priests and
the Levites, and all the people, great and small. And he read in their hearing all the words of the
Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the Lord. Then the king stood in his
place and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord, and to keep His commandments
and His testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the
covenant that were written in this book. And he made all who were present in Jerusalem and
Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the
God of their fathers. Thus Josiah removed all the abominations from all the country that
belonged to the children of Israel, and made all who were present in Israel diligently serve the
Lord their God. All his days they did not depart from following the Lord God of their fathers.” (2
Chron 34:29-33)

e Restored the celebration of the Passover

“Now Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem, ... 10 ... and the priests stood in their
places, and the Levites in their divisions, according to the king’s command. ... 18 There had been
no Passover kept in Israel like that since the days of Samuel the prophet; and none of the kings of
Israel had kept such a Passover as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Levites, all Judah and Israel
who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (2 Chron 35:1-18)

5. A king who lived a life worthy of remembrance

e “.-- So he died, and was buried in one of the tombs of his fathers. And all Judah and

Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. Jeremiah also lamented for Josiah. And to this day all the
singing men and the singing women speak of Josiah in their lamentations. They made it a
custom in Israel; and indeed they are written in the Laments.” (2 Chron 35:24b-25)

e 11 In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad
Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.(Zechariah 12:11)

Small Group Meeting Outline

1. Before the meeting, please read the scripture 2 Kings 22-23, and 2 Chronicles 34-35. Briefly summarize
what King Josiah did, in terms of bringing revival to God's house.

According to Brother Yu, King Josiah is
a king who sought after the Lord since his youth
e aking who had the courage to remove all idols and wholly desired to please the Lord
e aking who responded immediately concerning the word of God
e aking who led the people back to God with all of his heart and might
e aking who lived a life worth of remembrance
What can we learn from each of the above aspects?

3. What kind of revival (be specific) you would like to see in your small group? How can we start to
prepare ourselves today for the coming of such revival?



